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Heating 
your 
home

By Maggie Calloway

As reluctant as we are to even 
think of the cold damp days 
and months ahead, some action 
and attention to detail now 
while the weather is relatively 
mild could save you big prob-
lems and lots of money if things 
go pear-shaped with your fur-
nace in the middle of winter.

Alex Williams, a partner 
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By Maggie Calloway

Th is couple bought the house with the inten-
tion of renovating right from the start. Th ey had 
lived in the area and wanted to stay, and their 
kids had left  the nest but live down the street 
with the grandchildren. Th ey felt comfortable in 

the neighbourhood; they fi t in. So what to do? 
What is the next step?

Enter the brilliant My House Design/Build 
Team, who transformed this 40-year-old Lindal 
Cedar Home with sympathetic grace and made 
it into a home the owners will stay in for the rest 
of their days.

Like many people, this couple bought the 
house because they were attracted to the neigh-
bourhood, the mature trees in the backyard and 
the high cedar ceilings in the house. But the 
reality was the house just didn’t work for the way 
we live today.

Forty years ago, design was much diff erent; 
we didn’t have great rooms and open plan living. 

Rooms were smaller, with assigned uses and 
closed-off  with walls. Th e bones of this house 
were great but it needed a fresh breath of air.

My House Design was contracted in the 
summer of 2010 and started the design pro-
cess, applied for variance, and permits. Th ey 
started construction the winter of the same year. 
Because this was a total renovation, the couple 
moved into an apartment for the duration.

“We did the roofi ng prior to the weather 
getting bad then spent the rest of the winter 
working on the interior,” says Graeme Huguet, 
Managing Director of My House Design.

A major reno doesn’t have to be scary
A 40-year-old home in Delta 
gets an amazing renovation 
from the My House Design/
Build Team.

By Maggie Calloway
 
Lurking under your home is 

something you would love to 
put out of your mind but you 
know you have to deal with it. 
Your damp crawlspace or base-
ment is calling you.

Th e problem is while you are 
ignoring this space, unpleasant 
things could be going on.

Th e Lower Mainland is a rain 
forest, and as beautiful as it is, 
if we do not control moisture 
in this space, nasty things like 
mold thriving and spreading by 
producing millions of air-
borne spores could be at work.  
Frightening rot and decay occur 
in damp environments, which 
could cause structural damage 
if left  unchecked. Th e natural 
airfl ow in a house is from bot-
tom to top, so moist air and 
other nasties are sucked up into 
the living areas, which could 
create a very unhealthy envi-
ronment for people and pets.

But there are some steps you 
can take to make this a nice, 
clean, spore-free environment.

Rob Currie at Basement 
Systems Vancouver Inc. is pas-
sionate about basements and 
crawlspaces and the diff erence a 
well-sealed, moisture-free space 
can make to your health.

“Th e best way to correct 
crawlspace problems is to 

Getting 
into the 
basement

Turning on your furnace for 
the fi rst time after many 

months has some important 
considerations to go 

along with it.

My House Design/Build Team’s Managing Director Graeme Huguet (left) and Project Foreman Bruno Hoglund stand outside a renovated house in Delta. The team 

at My House Design were responsible for all facets of this amazing renovation.
Rob Newell  photo
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Award Winning Design & Construction
New Homes & Renovations  ~  BuiltGreen Certified
2010 Georgie Award Renovator of the 

www.MyHousedesignbuild.com
Phone 604-My-House / 604-694-6873


